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HEADQUARTERS OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 


There is much interest everywhere these days in the great international peace 
pact for the outlawry of war. The question is before Congress as this is written. 
Dr. Coffin’s editorial in this issue is timely. It is a time of decisions which may 
mightily affect the future, and all followers of the Prince of Peace should pray 
and work for our country to maintain the leadership it has shown in the Multi 
lateral Treaty inaugurated by our Secretary of State Kellogg. 
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About Folks and Things 


Rev. George A. Roemer, of Finesville, 
New Jersey, has resigned his pastorate 
there, the same taking effect April 1. He 
will be open for work beginning that date 
with any church needing a pastor. 

Rev. K. Kitano, Jr., pastor of our 
church at Sendai, Japan, who is taking 
a two-year course of study at Auburn 
Theological Seminary, Auburn, New 
York, spent the holidays in a meeting 
with other Japanese students in New 
York City. It was a real treat for him. 


Attention is called to a significant 
event which took place recently in Elon 
College, North Carolina, when Ross 
Emmanuel Ensminger was ordained to 
the ministry by a joint council of the 
Congregational and Christian denomina- 
tions. An article by Dr. Opie, of Bur- 
lington, on page thirteen gives the in- 
teresting details. 

The Congregational and Christian 
Church leaders who will be in attendance 
at the annual Ohio Pastors’ Convention 
in Columbus, Ohio, January 21-24, will 
hold a joint dinner and give a joint re- 
port to the convention looking toward the 
union of the Congregational-Christian 
churches and the attitude of the pas- 
tors of the two churches of Ohio toward 
this movement. 

The National Committee on the 
Churches and World Peace will convene 
a Second National Study Conference on 
the Churches and World Peace at Colum- 
bus, Ohio, March 5, 6, and 7. The dele- 
gates from our church elected by the 
Executive Committee are Rev. Alfred W. 
Hurst, Dr. W. P. Minton, Rev. A. W. 
Sparks, Mrs. C. G. Nelson, and Mrs. 
Anna B. Liggett. 

Miss Maretta Jordan, professor of 
French in Defiance College, is planning 
further study in France during the com- 
ing year. In this connection she is ar- 
ranging for European tours for others 
interested and would be glad to corre- 
spond with any contemplating an over- 
seas trip during the coming year. Those 
interested may address Miss Maretta 
Jordan, Defiance College, Defiance, Ohio. 

A communication from Pres. J. A. 
Henderson, of Franklinton Christian Col- 
lege, states that the school is moving 
along smoothly in spite of the economic 
conditions in that section which Pres. 
Henderson describes as the worst in 
years. Franklinton is planning during 
the last week in February to hold a spe- 
cial conference along lines of Christian 
education with visiting ministers and in- 
structors. 

Last Sunday was the time for taking 
the General Convention Offering. In 
many sections health conditions from the 
flu epidemic may have interfered with 


regular church attendance, but it should 
be fully realized that the very heart of 
our Convention work should not be al- 
lowed to suffer on that account. Pastors, 
superintendents, and other church of- 
ficers should see to it that all have full 
opportunity to respond in an ample way. 
We have previously called the atten- 
tion of our Ohio pastors and churches 
to the tenth annual session of the Ohio 
Pastors’ Convention, to be held in Co- 
lumbus, January 21-24, under the aus- 
pices of the Ohio Council of Churches. 
In connection with this gathering there 
will also be held a State Laymen’s Con- 
vention and the second annual Confer- 
ence of Church Women. Interesting de- 
tails of these three state-wide meetings 
will be found elsewhere in this issue. 
We wish to remind our readers that 
we are now in the midst of our Christian 
Unity Period of education—January 14 


Just as we go to press the 
announcement comes to us of 
the death of Dr. J. F. Burnett, 
Secretary Emeritus of the 
General Convention, who 


passed away Saturday morn- 
ing, January 12. Dr. 


Bur- 
nett had been a great sufferer 
for many years and the last 
few weeks made a brave fight. 
Details of his life and work 
will come to the readers of 
The Herald in succeeding 
issues. 





to February 4. So far as we know, ours 
is the only communion that gives Chris- 
tian Unity a definite period in its church 
calendar, but it is a period that should 
not be slighted. We have examined the 
literature sent out by the Commission on 
Christian Unity from ‘Secretary Deni- 
son’s office and would urge our pastors 
and leaders to avail themselves of its 
assistance. 

The Lost Creek Church has suffered 
a loss in the death of one of its deacons 
and trustees, Mr. Walter Davis, who 
passed away January 2, in the prime of 
life. He was one of the church’s most 
loyal members, a tither, and a Sunday- 
school teacher for a number of years. 
Funeral services were held from his 
home on Saturday afternoon, January, 
5, conducted by Rev. Ross McNeal, a for- 
mer pastor. He leaves a wife and two 
small children who will have the sym- 
pathy of our brotherhood. 

Once again we want to ask every 
church and Sunday-school to send in the 
Christmas Offering at once to Dr. W. H. 
Denison, who is charged with the respon- 
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sibility of distributing it properly to the 
various departments, and giving each 
church credit on the denominational budg- 
et. Quite a number of offerings have 
come in, but we are sure that many more 
were taken and some one is just neglect- 
ing to send them in. Every pastor and 
Sunday-school superintendent can help 
wonderfully in this by checking up to see 
if it has been sent from your church or 
school. 

Rev. John M. Williams, who for sev- 
eral years has been the pastor of our 
church at Machias, New York, and also 
president of the New York Western Con- 
ference, of which this church is a mem. 
ber, has tendered his resignation to take 
effect February 1. He goes to accept the 
pastorate of the Britton, Michigan, 
Church, Northwestern Ohio Conference, 
recently vacated by Rev. J. C. DeRemer, 
We are sure Brother Williams will do 
a good work in this new and important 
field. We hope that the Machias Church 
and also the church at Castile, New York, 
in the same conference, may soon secure 
suitable pastors. 

Foreign Mission Secretary Minton 
spent last week in New York City at- 
tending meetings of the Missionary Edu- 
cation Movement, on whose Board of 
Managers he is a member, and also the 
annual meeting of the Committee on Co- 
operation in Latin America, of which he 
is our official representative. He is ex- 
pected to attend the annual meeting of 
Foreign Missions Conference at Detroit 
this week. These meetings are unusual- 
ly important just now, especially because 
of the progress we seem to be making 
toward union with the Congregational- 
ists. Dr. Minton hopes to be able very 
soon to make one or two announcements 
of great interest to our people concerning 
some splendid co-operative work now be- 
ing undertaken. 

A unique resolution was_ recently 
passed by the Missouri State Legislature, 
of which Dr. O. B. Whitaker, a trustee of 
Palmer College, has been a member for 
six sessions. Dr. Whitaker has lost his 
voice so he is unable to participate in 
the discussions of the House or even to 
dictate to a stenographer. At the last 
session of the legislature, Majority Floor 
Leader Freeland presented the resolution 
which was unanimously adopted that 
Representative Whitaker should be given 
the privilege to make himself heard dur- 
ing the present session through a porta- 
ble typewriter at his desk on which he 
will dash off motions and any comment 
he desires to make. Dr. Whitaker is con- 
sidered an expert on parliamentary pro- 
cedure, a champion of educational legis- 
lation and a watch dog on appropria- 
tions, and the Missouri legislature has 
thus planned to conserve his contribution 
to that body. 
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Welcoming Christian Union 


been conferring on the merger of the Congrega- 

tional and Christian communions during the past 
two years, a statement of the general plans and bases of 
membership has been released recently through the As- 
sociated Press, and has been given wide publicity by both 
the secular and religious press of the country. It is 
interesting to note with what avidity the secular press 
has grabbed and featured this news. Clippings about it 
from dailies from ocean to ocean have come into this 
office. The largest papers of the country carried the 
story. Many of them featured it on the front page. We 
are not glorying in the fame of this movement for fame’s 
sake, though it is quite certain that no single event in 
the history of our church has called forth the general 
publicity which has been given to this forward step. We 
are more glad for the widespread insertion of the idea of 
Christian Union into the thinking of the country. This 
wide publicity means, first, that Christian Union is real, 
worth-while news because of its novelty and importance, 
and, second, that it is weleome to the newspaper readers 
of the country regardless of their individual religion. It 
is something in which the public is sympathetically in- 
terested. Some of the foremost religious publications of 
the country have made it the theme for editorials, com- 
mending this particular movement and making it the 
basis for forceful preachments in behalf of Christian 
Union. 


B Y authority of the two commissions which have 


HE reasons for releasing this matter to the general 

public at this time were‘ (1) The general boards oi 
both churches have now unanimously approved the basis 
of union and recommended it for favorable action to the 
next General Convention of each body. (2) The con- 
stituency reaction in both churches seems to be over- 
whelmingly in favor of the movement, so far as these re- 
actions have arrived. Most of the conferences of the 
Christian Church upon their own initiative have offi- 
cially endorsed the merger and urged its speedy consum- 
mation. (3) It seemed better that the news of the pro- 
posed union should go out in as correct from as possible 
instead of in a garbled unrepresentative way. Some 
parts of the plan would be sure to percolate to news 
vendors soon, and when published might carry wrong 
impressions as to the motives behind the movement, or 
the reports might exaggerate minor matters in the plan 
and ignore the majoring features. (4) The knowledge 
that this union had prospect of early consummation 
might stimulate other bodies to similar action. 


NOTHER and more sanguine group among us will 

be more interested in why such release to the secular 
press did not occur long ago. For this delay there also 
seemed to be reasons. Announcements of similar im- 
port between other bodies have been made prematurely. 
Unions did not result and the nonunderstanding public 
had another impression of church bigotry. A striking 
illustration of this occurred last spring when a news 
item went the rounds of the secular press reporting an 
impending union between Methodists and Presbyterians. 
Nothing came of it. At that time neither church se- 
riously regarded such a merger as pending immediately. 
The popular impression of the generosity and fraternity 
of the church was not improved by it. Not until after a 
recent meeting in which the several administrative de- 
partments of both denominations consulted fully about 
merger possibilities in the several departments and found 
no seemingly insurmountable difficulties was it felt that 
the time for public announcement had arrived. Gener- 
alized unity may be more easy than the specialized va- 
riety, or it may be easy to endorse in the abstract but dif- 
ficult to establish the thing endorsed in the concrete. It 
was thought best to have the departments come to close 
grips with questions of actual merger methods before too 
much had been assumed. Then, it was thought that 
ample opportunity should be given for the expression of 
adverse and constructive criticism before the plan was 
announced to the public. It was also thought that such 
announcement should not be made too far in advance 
of official action by the merging communions. The gist 
of the release to the press, expressed partially in the lan- 
guage of the writer and partially in the wording of the 
document itself, is as follows: 

The two commissions feel that any unity which can pre- 
vail among the different types of denominational lifé¢ in our 
country must be very broadly based. They have agreed that 
the basis of this merger shall be the recognition by each 
group that the other is constituted of the followers of Jesus 
Christ and that each individual church and each group of 
churches shall be free to retain and to develop its own form of 
expression. It is conditioned upon the acceptance of Chris- 
tianity as the Christian way of life and not upon any uniform- 
ity of theological opinion or any uniform practice of or- 
dinances. 

The adjustments which at this stage in the merger pro- 
ceedings seem necessary for a thoroughgoing union that 
shall substitute a united fellowship for two denominations can 
only be stated in general terms. They will inevitably be 
subject to much incidental change as they are developed. 

The plan subject to revision by the general bodies of each 
church provides that the two national bodies be organically 
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united under the name of the General Council of the Congre- 
gational-Christian Churches which will meet biennially. The 
new organization will automatically form a single national 
body to which every individual Congregational or Christian 
church in the country will, through its respective state or 
regional organizations, be affiliated. 

It recommends that the churches of the two denominations 
throughout the country draw together as rapidly as they find 
it convenient to do and that during the process of readjust- 
ment, which must come about by regional, state, and district 
action, the rights of every local church to representation in 
denominational gatherings shall be fully safeguarded. 

The active ministry of both denominations shall be fully 
recognized in the new fellowship. The practices of the Con- 
gregational.and of the Christian churches with reference to 
licensing and ordaining ministers and in guarding their min- 
isterial standing are not at present absolutely alike but are 
capable of a mutually profitable adjustment. 

After the formation of the General Council of the Con- 
gregational-Christian Churches the similar boards, depart- 
ments, or commissions of the two denominations for carry- 
ing on home and foreign mission work, education of all kinds, 
evangélism, and women’s work, will be merged. The separate 
identity of the respective corporations shall be preserved, but 
they shall be united for administrative purposes through cor- 
porate bodies composed of identical members drawn in a cer- 
tain proportion from both groups of churches until it becomes 
practicable legally to merge the corporations. 

Each local church of each denomination may continue 
wholly unchanged in name and in organization unless and 
until it makes a change by and for itself. The right of any 
individual church to determine its own procedure is not open 
to challenge. It is hoped, however, that the General 
Council will appoint an advisory committee which may be 
able to persuade the churches to take steps which will in- 
crease mutual efficiency. It is recognized that even those 
changes which may seem generally desirable will take time. 

The whole plan seems to be a fine consummation of sev- 
eral years of planning in which there have been no disagree- 
ments or radical differences of opinion. There is much in 
common between the two bodies and no difference in practice 
of sufficient significance to keep them apart. 

Both groups have a congregational form of government, 
the individual church being the unit of ecclesiastical author- 
ity. Each practices representative government in all its 
dealings with matters of common concern to the churches. 
Each finds in the Bible the supreme source of faith and life, 
yet recognizes that there is room for differences of opinion 
among equally good Christians. Each is evangelical in the 
general acceptance of that term, exalting the leadership of 
Christ. Each is organized along similar lines for service 
purposes to the community, the nation, and the world. Almost 
everywhere the two constituencies can draw together with- 
out severe disturbance of their present activities or affilia- 
tions. 

It is not thought by either group that the union of these 
two bodies is the end of such an effort as has been going on. 
It is only the beginning. Among the reasons for making this 
initial movement a success is its larger possibilities. The 
basis which it proposes seems to be broad enough to include 
many more denominations with only slight revisions. This 
is devoutly desired by all and will be one of the chief purposes 
of the united body. The two commissions recommended that 
at the earliest possible date the merger be ratified and the 
union administratively completed. 


The National Council of the Congregational Church will 
be held in May, 1929. Our church year does not close until 
October. It is proposed, therefore, that The General 
Convention of the Christian Church be held in October, 
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1929. The Congregational Council plans to hold its meet- 
ing as scheduled, adjourning to the time and place of The 
General Convention of the Christian Church, when the ratifi- 
cation of the union may be consummated jointly. 


Playing With the Peace Pact 


HE reluctance with which a nation of accepted 

Christian ideals departs from the war method is 
difficult to understand. So many fears of minor fea- 
tures here and there block progress. Though the United 
States could and logically should have been the leader 
in a new day of international warlessness, that privi- 
lege is no longer hers. She has lost it by quibbling over 
matters so minor as to make her seem narrow and 
‘‘petty’’. Professedly she is for measures which will 
guarantee international peace, but so far as she is con- 
cerned, war can go on until doomsday and she will not 
join in its abolition unless every jot and tittle of the 
documents against it are exactly as she thinks they 
should be. When future generations review our record 
on the League of Nations, the World Court, and the Kel- 
logg Peace Pact, they will see little out of which to con- 
struct halos for the present generation. In some of these 
gestures there may have been things not to our liking, 
but these were incidental. The great aim in all of these 
documents was apparent and should have carried greater 
weight in the consideration of them. In each instance we 
lost much in good influence and international prestige 
through a lack of positive decisive action. More than this, 
our legislative action failed to reflect the actual status of 
the popular American mind on these questions. 

It seems probable as this is written that the Kellogg 
Pact will be ratified at Washington, yet the morale from 
that achievement is certain to be weakened by dilatory 
and seemingly reluctant action. How much more it 
would have meant to the world if the ratification at 
Washington could have been prompt and forceful as if it 
were something which Congress was eager to do. 

If such questions could always be settled upon their 
morale and social worth, detached from every political 
and commercial consideration, it would facilitate prompt 
action. Pettiness has no part in the presence of govern- 
mental questions affecting the welfare of society. 
Whether measures are of Republican or Democratic 
origin, or whether they come from our own or from some 
other nation should have no weight in the thinking of 
a big-minded representative of this nation in Washing- 
ton. The welfare of humanity the world around is the 
dominating consideration. Recently Richard Wasburn 
Child said in The Saturday Evening Post: ‘‘Little 
statesmanship is not concerned with the broad trends and 
drifts, but rather with the mere shaking of a few oats in 
a quart measure. Real statesmanship is that kind which, 
in our own history, wrote a Constitution which still is 
juicy with foresight.’’ 

Just now we are in a ridiculous situation in that the 
representatives of this nation are talking a ‘‘ Peace Pact’’ 
and ‘‘Cruiser Bill’’ in the same breath. Other nations 
must have less need of comics in their newspapers while 
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this is going on. There is one slight consolation from 
the ‘‘Cruiser Bill’’, notwithstanding its name, which is 
that it is a much less formidable document than was 
planned at first. Even if the bill passes, which in the 
judgment of the writer it ought not, it is nevertheless a 
greater victory for the advocates of peace in that, in 
comparison with its original intent, it has left out more 
cruisers than it has put in. The halting journey of this 
bill through almost a year proves the value of anti-war 
agitation. In the interest of consistency it should be 
completely retired at the present time and if passed at 
all it should be at a later session. There are already too 
many well substantiated charges of inconsistency being 
hurled at us. 

It was another mark of that pettiness previously 
referred to which injected the Cruiser Bill into Congress 
just as the Foreign Relations Committee reported the 
Kellogg Pact out. The ‘‘reservationists group’’, always 
so active in legislation of this kind, is as industrious as 
ever, but the impact of the anti-war forces is growing 
stronger by the year. Heywood Broun may say, 
“Neither the League, the World Court, nor the Kellogg 
Pact has been much aided by the Church’’, yet politi- 
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cians know that the Church and the agencies which in 
spirit are of it are a force which they have abundant 
reason to take into account seriously in carrying out 
their desires. Christian ideals come into control with 
a tardiness under which we chafe, but they are arriving 
nevertheless. Recently Bishop McDowell told the Meth- 
odist World Service Convention: ‘‘There are no nations 
consistently seeking Christ. It is a case of the national 
mind seeking national interests rather than the Chris- 
tian mind seeking Christian interests. We have too many 
reservations in our treaty with Christ.’’ This is true, yet 


' unmistakably there is an increasing strength arriving 


to the power of righteousness in all of these things. 

In the midst of this the heartening news comes through 
the public press that the Pan-American Conference on 
Arbitration and Conciliation, representing twenty 
American republics, has approved drafts of multilateral 
treaties providing for the settlement of all future dif- 
ficulties in the western hemisphere by peaceful means. 
The vote of approval was taken with enthusiasm and amid 
great applause. One of the first fruits of the spirit in 
this conference is the conciliation of the Bolivian-Para- 
guayan dispute. 


The Trend of Events 


The Good Will Tour 

On January 6 Mr. Hoover landed again on United States 
soil after a tour of the South and Central American countries 
on a mission of good will. He felt that the major portion of 
his time between the election and the assumption of office 
might well be invested in that way. The good will tour and 
the Lindbergh good will flights have been sources for end- 
less columns of news print, but they are a recognition that 
an intimate acquaintance between the best elements of 
countries is essential to understanding and good will. The 
Hoover tour brought the President-elect into touch with the 
leaders in the countries of South and Central America, and 
has vast possibilities for friendship. Mr. Hoover is a world 
figure. He is a world-traveled man with an _ international 
viewpoint. He is known abroad as a humanitarian rather than 
a politician and consequently had a contact not possessed by 
those directly interested in politics. There is a vast amount 
of misunderstanding of South America in this country, and 
a vaster amount of misunderstanding of this country in 
South America. The United States is largely known there by 
the exploiters of the South American countries. The people 
they know from the North are for the most part salesmen, 
promoters, engineers, men interested in getting out of the 
country all they can. They know little of the humanitarians, 
the writers, the scientists, the theologians of North America, 
and they are hostile to exploitation. Consequently the task of 
the Church, to establish Protestantism has been a most dif- 
ficult one. 

Mr. Hoover went as a friend interpreting for the South 
American the real North American mind. He went, too, to 
learn for himself the attitudes of the South American mind. 
His tour may establish a good will for us there which has a 
real economic value, and the light which it may throw on 
South America for us and the interest which it has and will 
arouse here may lead to a far more sympathetic understand- 
ing of our southern neighbors. 

American Mission Boards at work in South American 
fields have long felt the handicap of the southern attitude, 


and the need of good will tours. It was this that prompted 
them to send Dr. E. Stanley Jones, the Methodist missionary 
to India and author of “Christ of the Indian Road”, “Christ 
at the Round Table”, and the man who has succeeded in strip- 
ping Christianity of its western trappings and putting it 
again in oriental dress for the people of India, to South 
America. Dr. Jones made Christianity understandable to the 
South American mind and brought about a more liberal at- 
titude to the work in those countries. 


Heart Diseases and Cancer Increasing 

A study of the death claims paid by the Equitable Life 
Assurance Society show that in the country at large and 
in the death claims paid by the Society heart disease and 
cancer are increasing. Deaths due to automobile accidents 
are also increasing. Deaths from tuberculosis, diabetes, and 
typhoid fever are decreasing. The causes for the lessening of 
typhoid casualties are increased sanitary precautions and in- 
oculation. The tabulated chart of the Society shows that heart 
disease caused 18.2 percent of all claims paid, while cancer 
caused the death of 10.4 percent. Of the total claims paid 
one alarming item is suicide. The Society paid 416 death 
claims where the cause of death was suicide. This repre- 
sents all of 4.1 percent of the total claims, which is a propor- 
tion far too large. Automobiles caused the deaths of three 
percent of the total claims. 

oO 


From the office of the president of Tuskegee Institute, 
Robert R. Moton, came the blacklist which that institution 
keeps. It was a shorter list than ever before. During the 
year there had been but nine lynchings. Eight of those 
lynched were Negroes and one was a Mexican. Mississippi 
had three lynchings during the year, Louisiana and Texas 
each had two, and Missouri and New Mexico had one each. 
In 1927 there were sixteen lynchings, and in 1926 there were 
thirty. Gradually we have hope that the violence of the mob 
spirit may be curbed and that law and order may prevail. 














Is Christian Union a Fad or a Necessity? 


whimsical desire that catches the 

Christian’s imagination, fires his en- 
thusiasm for a time, and then passes 
away? Or is it something that is vital 
and permanent in the life of the grow- 
ing church? There are three reasons 
why the latter is the case. 

First. The movement for Christian 
union has as its basic cause a recogni- 
tion of the essential oneness of the fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ. The day has 
passed when one group of Christians 
denies the Christianity of another group 
because of differences of theology or of 
practice and procedure. We _ have dis- 
covered we have a common love, . the 
same loyalty to Christ, and are all work- 
ing for the same ends. Gradually we 
have come to see that these are the es- 
sentials and that it is not impossible to 
make satisfactory adjustments on the 
lesser matters that divide. The superfi- 
cialities that separate are being swept 
aside as we become conscious of the 
Heavenly Father’s love pulsating in each 
other’s heart. Spiritually we are one 
family, the Father above, Jesus our 
leader and master, and all the rest 
brethren. As the consciousness of this 
grows, heart becomes knit to heart, and 
it becomes a joy to work together. 

The second reason is that the purpose 
of union is to enable us more effectively 
to serve the interests of the growing 
Kingdom. Denominationalism has so di- 
vided the Christian forces in small com- 
munities that each church is not large 
enough to do the best work, it has left 
the churehes in our larger urban centers 
without that unified policy and, program 
which alone would enable them to meet 
the great and pressing religious needs 
of our cities, and it has sent into the for- 
eign field a divided Church, thus caus- 
ing confusion and misunderstanding 
among those whom we seek to reach. We 
are discovering that in religion, as well 
as elsewhere, division causes weakness 
while union gives strength. What an im- 
pact a united Church could have on the 
world! Our problem is to use the entire 
resources of the Church for the Kingdom 
work. The stopping of the polluted 
streams of evil, the winning of all men 
to Jesus Christ, and the transforming of 
all human relationships until they con- 
form to his will and spirit. Only a united 
Church can accomplish this, 

The third reason is that in most cases 
where union has been tried it has been 
successful, enabling the Church to do a 
larger work. It is a reasonable conclu- 
sion that if Christians really desire to 
work together, it can be done. If those 
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denominations that are most alike will 
come together, by degrees the means can 
be discovered by which gradually a 
united Church may come into being. Few 
would go so far as to say that the rise of 
denominationalism was an evil. Its value 
has been great, for each new denomina- 
tion has emphasized some neglected 
truth or some needed practice. There is, 
however, a growing belief that the con- 
tinuance of these divisions can accom- 
plish no good while a divided Church 
leaves her incompetent to do her largest 
work. 

Union is not a necessity in the sense 
that the Church cannot survive without it, 
neither should the movement for union 


THREE DOORS 


(THREE doors there are in the temple 
Where men go up to pray, 
And they that wait at the outer gate 
May enter by either way. 


There are some that pray by asking; 
They lie on the Master's breast, 

And shunning the strife of the lower life, 
They utter their cry for rest. 


There are some that pray by seeking; 
They doubt where their reason fails; 
But their mind’s despair is the ancient 

prayer 
To touch the print of the nails. 


There are some that pray by knocking; 
They put their strength to the wheel, 
For they have no time for thoughts sub- 

lime; 
They can only act what they feel. 


Father, give each his answer, 
Each in his kindred way; 
Adapt thy light to his form of night, 
And grant him his needed day. 
—William Watson. 
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be considered as an evidence of weakness 
or an acknowledgment of failure. More 
than the facts justify has been said about 
the bewilderment of religious leadership 
and the losing of the Church’s hold upon 
the masses. It is not surprising, with the 
wealth of archaeological and other dis- 
coveries, that it should take a little while 
for Christians to make needed mental 
adjustments. Discoveries and inventions 
have led to such a complexity of our mod- 
ern life that time is required to solve in 
a Christian way the many and varied 
resultant problems. The cause for won- 
der is not that we are still in doubt or 
in dispute about many matters, but 
rather that the Church has been able in 
so short a time to state with clearness 
and almost with unanimity the Christian 
position on most important questions. 
Religious leadership is revealing a clear- 


ness of insight and the Church is giving 
evidence of a virility and power seldom 
equaled in Christian history. Wh 
church relations may not seem as popu- 
lar as at some other times, the growing 
numerical strength of the Church is one 
evidence that it is increasingly appealing 
to men as offering the only true way of 
life and the highest type of service. 

Today there is also a peculiar situa- 
tion which makes the Church’s work 
more difficult. Growing material pros- 
perity, industrialism, and the amazing 
achievements of men are apt to lead the 
people to be satisfied with the work of 
men and the pleasures of a material civi- 
lization and to feel no need for God. Is 
it not surprising that in spite of all this 
we have a growing sense of the spiritual, 
an increasing realization of the preemi- 
nence of spiritual values, and a develop- 
ment of mysticism which is the aware- 
ness of the soul for God? Man is turning 
from the unsatisfying creature comforts 
to the great unseen spiritual forces—to 
God—for the insight, peace, comfort, and 
inspiration that he needs and for his 
soul’s, true development. There are many 
who are satisfied with material things. 
It is only natural to expect this. It is, 
however, no evidence that the Church is 
wrong or has failed. Her duty is to con- 
tinue her emphasis on spiritual things 
until these realize that here is the pearl 
of greatest value. 

The movement for union, instead of 
being an evidence of the Church’s weak- 
ness or failure, is the result of her vi- 
rility, growing power, and clearer spirit- 
ual vision. It is a passing from the triv- 
ialities that divide to the essential unity 
of all those who are in the service of 
Christ. It is the attempt of true Chris- 
tian statesmen so to correlate Christian 
forces that the greatest impact can be 
made against the forces of evil and the 
largest good accomplished. Union is nec- 
essary, not thal the Church may survive, 
but to enable er to do the greater work 
that needs to be done. This growing 
visible oneness is evidenced not only by 
various unions taking place between dif- 
ferent churches and different denomina- 
tions, but also in the desire for the en- 
largement of the work of such interde- 
nominational agencies as The Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America, 
The Home Missions Council, ete.; and in 
closer relations and, in many cases, an 
actual fusing of interdenominational 
agencies. It may still seem to be in the 
distant future that the Church will be 
united, and yet there are many evidences 
that the time draws near. It gives us 
encouragement to increase our efforts 
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that still further impetus may be given 
to this movement. Then with the united 
Church adequately revealing our essen- 
tial Christian oneness will come to the 


Christian message that new power and 
convinciveness which are needed to bring 
the world to Christ. 

New Bedford, Massachusetts. 


Union for Weakened and Scattered Churches 


BY REV. JESSE M. KAUFFMAN 
Field Secretary, Western Christian Convention 


OST all religious bodies have 
Mfenuren organizations which are at 
a considerable distance from each 
other and have little fellowships and con- 
tacts with churches of like faith and prac- 
tice. Some of these churches are located 
in sparsely settled sections of the 
country. Some were organized in the 
day of sectarian rivalry, thus giving to a 
community more churches’ than were 
needed to serve the populace and more 
churches than the community could ade- 
quately support. Others were needed in 
the day of their organization but, on 
account of a shifting of the population, 
find it difficult to maintain their work. 
A weak and struggling church is not 
very inviting to folks who want a church 
home, and much less does it appeal to 
those who are little interested in a Chris- 
tian program. I think that every church 
is really interested in serving the Master 
in the most efficient way. Several things 
have been proposed and tried in order 
to make the church effective and lift it 
to the place where it will truly be the 
“light of the world.” Church Federation, 
community Church, Union Denomina- 
tional Church, all have all been tried; 
some to advantage and some to disad- 
vantage. Missionary money has been 
appropriated oftentimes, and has done lit- 
tle more than just keep alive the strug- 
gling organization. 


First of all, organic church union 


would eliminate many scattered con- 
ditions. Churches would come to be 
closer neighbors and friends. There 


would not be the feeling of distance and 
separation. They would not feel them- 
selves alone struggling for an existence, 
feeling that the door may soon close and 
the work be discontinued. Union would 
give strength to many weak churches 
that are only so because folks living in 
the community will not associate them- 
selves with the organization and give it 
their support on the ground that it is 
net of their particular denomination. If 
the church were of the same name as the 
one from which they moved, they would 
zludly work and boost for its cause. 
Organic union would give a feeling of 
a oneness and a consciousness of a com- 
mon brotherhood and a common interest. 
I have known several churches which 
would have been thriving organizations 
and would have been the pride of the 


community except for the fact that the 
organization did not carry the particular 
brand that some leading citizens of the 
community had received earlier in life. 
Divisive names would gradually be elim- 
inated and all the followers of Christ 
would be interested in the church of the 
community in which they live. 

Organic union will mean the central- 
ization of a community’s religious organ- 
izations and church plants. Instead of 
scattered efforts and inadequate church 
plants, there will be a consolidation of 
the religious forces and a church plant 
adequate to the needs of the community. 


OUT OF THE SILENCE 


AND what can you say when the day is 
done 
And you've gone to your bed of rest? 
When the shadows come and the light has 
gone 
O’er the rim of the golden west, 
And a silvery beam of the moon creeps in 
As if in an aimless quest? 
What do you say 
When a kindly voice that you seem to 
know, 
Out of the shadows speaks soft and low, 
“‘Well, what did you do today?” 


Oh, what can you say when you're all 
alone 
With the Master of all the tasks? 
How much of a sin do you have to own 
When the voice of the Master asks? 
How many things that you left undone 
Your studied answer makes? 
What do you say 
When out of the shades of the silent night 
The Master speaks with the Master's 


right: 
**Well, what did you do today?” 
—Selected. 
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The two or more weak churches in a 
given territory and separated at consid- 
erable distance from another church of 
their particular name will form one 
strong organization that will be able to 
serve the religious needs of the whole 
community. This will give the church 
prestige, power, and influence. It will 
become a life-saving station for those 
who are struggling against the elements 
destructive to the best interests of life. 
It will be a lighthouse to those who are 
in the darkness of disappointments and 
despair. Instead of it being given over 
to saving itself, it will be saving men. 

Then there are those conditions and 
places that organic union will not make 
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it possible to centralize as indicated 
above. Where such is impossible, there 
will be the forming of pastorates with 
two or more churches located close 
enough to each other that no territory 
between the churches will be without the 
influence of the church and no family 
but that will be ministered to by one of . 
the churches and their pastor. This 
means that no church will need to be 
without a pastor and depending on 
preaching occasionally or just on certain 
Sundays of the month. The pastor can 
live in a parsonage owned by the 
churches forming the pastorate. The 
churches will have the advantage of 
the full-time service of the pastor. By 
interchange of programs, both for wor- 
ship and social purposes and by co-oper- 
ating, churches will add interest, stimu- 
late the mind, and inspire the soul. This 
relation will not only have a wholesome 
effect on the church members, but those 
on the outside will be favorably im- 
pressed with such a Christlike friendship. 


Then, too, there will be churches at 
such distances from other churches that 
either of the above plans will not be 
feasible, at least not to any great ad- 
vantage. To such weak and distant 
churches there will come a much larger 
apportionment from the mission funds 
than is possible so long as many of the 
weaker churches must now be given aid 
but which under organic union, as per 
the above plans, would be self-support- 
ing. These mission gifts could be 
increased to that proportion where the 
church can employ a pastor, and if there 
is a future for the church, in a few years 
the church will be self-supporting. 

District superintendents and field sec- 
retaries can be located more advanta- 
geously than under the present order. 
Many of the weak and scattered churches 
cannot receive the attention and aid from 
these men because of the great distance 
to travel and the heavy expense involved. 
Organic union will make possible much 
better service and more frequent help 
than can now be given. A directing agency 
in close touch with each church and at 
the immediate service of the church as the 
occasion may demand, will keep the work 
in a thriving condition. 

I have already hinted at the great 
spiritual value coming to a church by 
all of the Christian people of the com- 
munity working to the one end of build- 
ing for Christ and building with 
him a church that will demand the 
respect of the whole community. In 
union there is strength. It is this great 
spiritual strength and power that are 
needed. It cannot come by rooting each 
other out. It cannot come by a wishful 
waiting for the other churches to die. 
That is not Christlike. That spirit is not 
the kind of food upon which the soul 
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builds. The organic union will give 
strength to all the needy, weak churches 
in the country. What strength each has 
will be added to that of another church 
and the union will result in growth and 
efficiency. Thus no weak or even stronger 
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church need to feel that it has lost its 
place or its effectiveness, for the organic 
union will but retain every whit of that 
which is worth while in every church and 
give it a greater opportunity to serve 
the cause of Christ. 


Beyond the Sky-line 


BY JAMES W. KEMMERER 


Lift up now thine eyes, and look from 
the place where thou art, northward and 
southward and eastward and westward. 
—Gen. 13:14b. 


‘HERE is a fascinating mystery 

along the sky-line, especially in a 

strange country, where the eyes 
wander along the heavy gray or azure 
blue of the dipping heavens, as the mind 
tries to visualize what lies beyond. 

The hidden mysteries beyond the sky- 
line gripped Lot as he _ stood beside 
Abram and looked upon the green, wav- 
ing grass of the east. The magnetic 
power was too great to resist. He turned 
his caravan toward the impelling beauty 
of the sky-line. There he found pastures 
to fatten cattle; but he could not find 
enough spiritual food to feed a hungry 
soul. His daughters became shallow and 
worldly. Furious passion and vilest sin 
loomed constantly before him. Vexation 
and trouble strangled the happiness he 
had enjoyed. He followed the gleam of 
the shining gold, but the sun went down 
upon his joy. 

Abram, after Lot had left him, looked 
upon the stunted patches of green strug- 
gling for life upon the arid desert. He 
did not wince because Lot had taken the 
best. He had faith in God. He looked 
out upon the sky-line and heard the voice 
of God approving his daring faith: “Lift 
up now thine eyes, and look from the 
place where thou art, northward and 
southward and eastward and westward: 
for all the land which thou seest, to thee 
will I give it, and to thy seed forever.” 

Only a progressive faith like that 
which Abram possessed will spur one on 
beyond the sky-line for God—“a faith 
that will not shrink”—a faith by which 
God is seen in every new adventure. 
This is a faith all may have, but it is 
a faith which only a few have found. It 
is quite easy to trust where the eyes can 
see, but it requires a stanch faith to go 
into the mysterious unknown. 

Adventure is relatively new. Daring 
faith is a rare possession. We need look 
back only two thousand years to see our 
sires standing along the rolling surf as 
they speculated on what lay beyond the 
sky-line. Fanciful theories were the or- 
der of the day. The majority of the 
scholars believed the earth was flat. But 
Pythagoras, the great philosopher, held 


to the theory that the earth was a 
sphere. Plato, Aristotle, Eratosthenes, 
Strabo, Seneca, and Copernicus also 
prophesied what lay beyond the sky-line. 
However, hearts grew faint and courage 
waned whenever the mention was made 
of going beyond the sky-line. 

Neither desire nor the promise of God, 
“My presence shall go with thee,” was 
sufficient to compel even the bravest 
navigator to sail beyond the sky-line. Tra- 
dition had chained the sailors to the com- 
monly traveled course. Superstition and 
tradition led them to believe that some- 
where beyond the sky-line lay a steep 
decline on which no ship could ever re- 
turn. Near the center of the earth was 
a belching hell of fire and unbearable 
heat from the sun’s scorching rays. The 
sunsets they attributed to the reflection 
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SOLDIERS OF PEACE 
QWHEREVER wrong is done and truth 


is spurned, 
Wherever hard injustice wins the day, 
Where women suffer, children go astray, 
Where men to life’s destructive paths are 
turned— 
There they are found, God's 
knights of right, 
To battle greed, to thwart the lure of lust, 
To pluck frail childhood from the mire. 
The rust 
Of doubt can never dim the heaven's light 
That shines upon their swords. Their 
wrath is God's, 
Who gives them strength to grapple with 
the foe. 
The fight shall still go on, till crime and 


woe 

Have fled the earth, till all the greed- 
hewn rods 

That now beat down God's little ones are 
stayed; 

Till earth is Love's, for whom the world 
was made. 


—Thomas Curtis Clark. 
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of the forking flames. No sane man 
ventured near this supposed great in- 
ferno. He did not desire to be cooked 
alive where the waters boiled in madest 
fury. These weird stories of the Sea of 
Darkness, as the Atlantic was commonly 
called, filled the people’s hearts with 
fear. They also thought the outer region 
of the ocean was filled with man-eating 
monsters and other horrible fish, while 
high in the air soared a gigantic bird 
with talons so large that it could seize a 
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ship and carry it away, as it flew above 
the water looking constantly for some 
victim, 

These conjectures had very little ef- 
fect upon Christopher Columbus. His 
consuming purpose was to learn what 
really lay beyond the sky-line. A few 
bold adventurers had sailed beyond the 
usual routes without harm. But Colum- 
bus desired to venture far beyond the 
sky-line in order to chart a course for 
merchantmen. For six years he had pled 
for sufficient funds to materialize his 
vision. But he received only jeers and 
ribald slurs. At last, destitute and 
hungry, he paused before a Franciscan 
monastery to ask for bread and water 
for his child. Juan Perez, the prior, lis- 
tened to the navigator’s story with keen 
interest. This was the turning point in 
the career of Columbus. At last he was 
to traverse the sea beyond the sky-line. A 
few months later the famous voyage was 
begun. 

Ah, it takes persistency, undaunted 
courage, and faith to set one’s face stead- 
fastly toward the sky-line! Old associa- 
tions and familiar landmarks become 
very dear. Nevertheless, the command is 
to go! God spoke to Abram for the 
Hebrew people; the message was to go! 
Christ spoke to the disciples for all man- 
kind; the decree was to go! If we are 
heirs of God, we cannot do less than go! 
If we are joint-heirs with Christ, we 
must obey and go! 

What possibilities lie beyond the sky- 
line! There is more than the retarding 
traditions and barricaded customs in 
which the hosts of sin would have us re- 
main entrenched. There are richer ex- 
periences than we have yet enjoyed. For 
the adventuresome soul there are greater 
tasks and more fertile fields for planting 
seeds of Christian life undiscovered be- 
yond the sky-line. There are hidden mys- 
teries of the great heart of Jesus just 
beyond the sky-line; mysteries reserved 
for those who dare to suffer with him 
beyond the city wall. There are mys- 
teries of sacred communion, mysteries of 
his great mind for those who pierce the 
sky-line to keep an appointment— 


“With fellow men today; 
Discouraged and forlorn 

Men, who have lost their way; 
Men fearing Death’s gray morn.” 


In your lone quest, you may only 
find a calm for an aching heart beyond 
the sky-line, but a calm from the un- 
discovered realm of God. You may never 
discover mines of gold in your adventure, 
but I assure you that you will discover a 
new-found secret joy; a joy which the 
world could never give. If complacency 
has possessed you, however, you will 
never know these riches at their highest 
value. There will be no great compulsion 
to go beyond the sky-line. Slaves and 
.prisoners seldom venture far from home. 
When the tradition-chained crew of the 
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Santa Maria, Nina, and Pinta had 
launched into the open sea, where north- 
ward, southward, eastward, and west- 
ward they only saw the dipping sky-line, 
they fell on their knees and sobbed as 
they begged Columbus to turn the ships 
around and return to the home port. But 
his only reply was, “Go on! Go on!” 

Foliow your Guide beyond the sky-line 
into the realms of enlarging life. 

Ponce de Leon followed Columbus. He 
pierced the dipping sky-Jine in the quest 
for the fountain of youth. Many months 
he traveled through the thickets of the 
virgin forest. He found new trails, 
great rivers and hills, and many savages. 
But he returned disappointed and unre- 
warded, Sir Launfal spent a lifetime in 
search of the Holy Grail. Broken in 
Spirit, he returned home. There within 
the haunts of youth he found what he 
had gone afar to seek. So my plea is, do 
not venture beyond the sky-line in a fan- 
tastic quest. 7 

The quest for the unreal has given a 
nervous tenor to the entire day. “We no 
longer camp as for a night, but have 
settled down on earth and _ forgotten 
heaven. We have built for this world 
a family mansion, and for the next, a 
family tomb.”—Thoreau’s Walden. We 
are near enough to sin. It is not necess- 
ary to go afar to seek it. At home it 
may tear us. Beyond the sky-line its 
poisonous fangs may kill us. 

Thus we find two paths beyond the sky- 
line. One is the path of joy and life. The 
other is the path of misery and death. 
On the path of joy and wholesome ad- 
venture the soul expands, the eyes grow 
brighter, and the feet become more swift 
to do the Master’s will. Upon the other 
path, which is the course of self-indul- 
gence and moral antipathy, the soul 
shrivels, the eyes grow dim, and the vic- 
tim travels slowly toward his mental and 
spiritual hell! 

No one will find a perfect day beyond 
the sky-line. The black clouds which 
hang heavily on mountain and plain, over 
river and ocean, will hang heavily be- 
yond the sky-line. The fog of tempta- 
tion will cover your path. The clouds of 
discouragement and contemplated defeat 
will enshroud and vie for the optimism 
and best of your nature for many weary 
miles. The mire and muddy waters 
along the course will struggle to suck 
you under that you may go down “un- 
honored and unsung”. The battle be- 
tween old customs and the new, between 
lofty aspirations and abasement, will con- 
tinue in its frenzy to kill both stalwart 
and panicky souls. 

But the world’s progress is due to 
those brave pilgrims who went beyond 
the sky-line seeking those benefits which 
would lift and encourage the entire race. 
Cook, Byrd, Amundsen, Edison, Pasteur, 
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and many others, have gone beyond the 
sky-line in the interest of science. But at 
the head of the list of martyrs and ad- 
venturers is the name of Jesus Christ 
who went beyond the sky-line in the 
quest and redemption of human souls! 
What group opportunities are ours today 
beyond the sky-line for Jesus! Oppor- 
tunities to reinstate a lost vision the 
world around. Missions and other activi- 
ties, so vital to Christ’s progress, have 
been hampered and necessarily reduced 
by false conceptions and the inability 
to realize the need of going much farther 
than we have beyond the sky-line in co- 
operation and financing. 

I know your great desire is to go be- 
yond the sky-line. I know you are deeply 
concerned in charting a broad, safe path 
for unsteady feet and children yet un- 
born. In order to do this, we must go 
farther beyond the sky-line in our prayer 
life, in our home life, in our church life, 
in our business life, in our social life, and 
in every form of life. In fact, as follow- 
ers of Jesus, we must go beyond the 
present sky-line in missions, in steward- 
ship, in evangelism, and in all phases 
of the far-flung challenge of today! For 
the standard and program are not man 
made; they are Christ made. And by 
Christ we must either stand or fall. We 
must either be for or against. “Ye can 
not serve God and mammon.” 

May we test ourselves by asking: Am 
I giving my tithe: one-tenth of my time, 
one-tenth of my energy, one-tenth of my 
talents, one-tenth of my money, one- 
tenth of my thoughts, and all of my 
heart? Am I interested as much as I 
should be in the work of thy Kingdom? 
Am I sympathetic with the denomina- 
tional calls, or do I let a germ of resent- 
ment fester my soul because I have been 
led to believe the appeals from _head- 
quarters are not so important? Do I pray 
for the leaders and other executives who 
are passing through very trying ordeals 
because of the lack of funds to carry on 
the needed work? Do I wish these na- 
tional leaders well? If I cannot find a 





satisfactory answer to these questions 
in the spirit of Jesus, it is evident that I 
must go farther beyond the sky-line. It 
is evident that I have not fulfilled some 
requirements of my Maker. 

My consuming purpose is to aid you 
each succeeding day beyond the sky-line, 
for some day adventures will be done. 
There will be a checking of accounts be- 
yond the sky-line. An evening light will 
break and shine along the sky-line, a 
light more beautiful than morning or 
evening sun, a light asparkle on the city 
wall. When you see that light, I want 
your heart to leap for joy. I want you to 
feel confident of reward, knowing that 
throughout the years you have not lied 
about your money, that you have not 
held anything back within your posses- 
sion. When you make that last grand 
rush toward the city foursquare, I want 
you to go with an unfaltering trust and 
unequaled peace, with the assurance that 
Jesus awaits with the blessed plaudit, 
“Well done, good and faithful servant.” 

Oh, how I wish you well beyond the 
sky-line! I pray that your faith and 
“love may abound yet more and more,” 
that you may be “filled with the fruits of 
righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, 
unto the glory and praise of God,” that 
you may: ever know that joyous expe- 
rience which comes through placing one’s 
hands in those of Jesus, and saying: 
Lead on, Jesus, lead on. I cannot see 
the way, I cannot clearly understand; 
but I trust thee, I do not question. All 
I have is thine, nothing I withhold. Lead 
on each succeeding day. Lead me far 
beyond the sky-line. Lead me on and on, 
teaching me what is best. Lead on, dear 
Jesus, until that sweet feeling of slum- 
ber creeps over my weary frame. Then 
still lead me on! Lead me across the 
river, where I may rest at thy blessed 
feet. Lead on! Lead on! Dear Jesus, 
lead me on! For 


“Tt will follow thee, my Savior, 
Wheresoe’er my lot may be; 
Where thou goest I will follow, 
Yes, my Lord, I'll follow thee.” 


Hartwick, New York. 
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Evangelism and Life Service 


McD. Howsare, Executive Secretary 





S a means of deepening the spiritual 

life, an outlined program of reading 
is suggested for our people from now un- 
til Easter. Read 1 and 2 Corinthians 
from now until February 12, and then 
take up this little booklet, “The Fellowship 
of Prayer”, as outlined by the Commis- 
sion of Evangelism of the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches. This little booklet may 
be had by writing to the Commission on 
Evangelism and Life Service, Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in Amer- 
ica, 105 East 22d St., New York City. 

You will be a more effective soul win- 
ner if you prayerfully follow this course 
of reading. 

The Executive Secretary will assist in 
conducting a Kingdom Enlistment Week 
campaign at Elon College, January 20 
to 27. 

All Ohio pastors will receive great in- 
spiration and help in evangelism at the 
Pastors’ Convention at Columbus, Ohio, 
January 21-24. 

Much emphasis will be placed upon 
evangelism by experts in this _ special 
phase of church activity. 





Foreign Missions 
Wilson P. Minton, Secretary 





WE want to remind you again that at 
the General Board meeting, Easter 
Sunday, March 81, is set as Foreign Mis- 
sion Day. It is expected that the edu- 
cational period which so many of our 
active pastcrs follow each year along 
foreign mission lines will lead up to a 
great Easter observance. This will give 
all the montrs of February and March 
for such work and we hope every pastor 
will be able to take advantage of it. In 
erder to keep to the regular plan which 
we have followed from year to year, we 
expect again this year to issue a leaflet 
of suggestions covering a ten-minute 
prozram to be used in the Sunday-schcol 
or church, for each of the six Sundays 
leading up to Foreign Mission Day. This 
will be ready very soon now and with 
it a very fine series of leaflets to be 
used in the program and which covers 
many interesting phases of our work 
abroad. We hope that every pastor will 
appoint a missionary secretary or a 
missionary committee in his church who 
will be responsible for putting on this 
program. It will be extremely worth 
while. 
Then, too, we hope many churches will 
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continue the Church School of Missions 
or at least one mission study class cov- 
ering the subject of “Africa” which is 
the theme for this year. We must ac- 
quaint our people with the entire world- 
field; and with such excellent books for 
young and old as we have this year on 
Africa, we ought to make the most of ‘it. 

Already some of our progressive mis- 
sionary workers are writing for the ma- 
terial for this year’s Foreign Mission 
Period. Because Foreign Mission Day 
comes several weeks later than usual, 
the leaflets will be just a little later in 
reaching you, but we hope to have them 
all ready in ample time for the six 
weeks’ period leading up to Easter Sun- 
day, March 31. This is also to be the 
start of our great Jubilee Year as a 
church running from Easter to Easter. 
Naturally we want to make this start 
the very best possible and we feel sure 
our people will rally to the plan in a 
splendid way. 

In the meantime we wish those who 
are planning for a Church School of 
Missions would write us about it. We 
have secured a limited number of copies 
of the Africa Number of the Missionary 
Review of the World and will send a 
copy to each pastor or missionary leader 
informing us that his church will hold 
the school or at least one class in the 
study of Africa. The magazine will be 
sent free to such churches and wil! prove 
of valuable help in the study. 

We also have on hand a number of 
copies of that great book reporting the 
Washington Foreign Mission Convention 
of several years ago. It has the finest 
material now in print on this subject and 
we will send a copy to any pastor or mis- 
sion worker for only fifty cents. The 
original price was two dollars. It would 
make a fine addition to your church or 
school library and ought to be on every 
pastor’s desk as a reference book. If you 
want to add ten cents for postage we 
will appreciate it; but if necessary we 
will pay it and the book is yours for 
fifty cents. 





The General Convention 
and 


Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, Secretary 





Christian Unity and Federal Council 
NE of the greatest works being car- 
ried on by the Christian Church is 
that in the field of Christian Unity. Our 
people are regarded rightfully as leaders 
in this movement that is now so stirring 
all the churches. All our people, both 
young and old, ministers and laymen, 
should give their special thought and 
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prayer, as well as their money to it. Our 
General Convention has provided a time 
in our Church Year when this theme 
should have right of way in church and 
church school, in sermon, prayer, and 
song. That time is from January 14 to 
February 4, 1929. 

This is the official call of The General 
Convention of the Christian Church to 
every church of our brotherhood and all 
its organizations to study, pray, speak, 
and give to advance Christian unity. The 
spirit of Christian unity should be shown 
in every way possible. Our gifts to help 
it on should be generous. Our support of 
the Federal Council should be sufficient 
to bear our share of its budget. The out- 
look for larger unity this year than ever 
should be most encouraging to us. The 
offering for the Federal Council and all 
our Christian unity work should first be 
carefully planned for, and then received 
on the first Sunday in February, ora 
Sunday near to it, and be sent to the 
Convention Secretary. 

WARREN H. DENISON, Secretary. 
F. G. CorFIn, Chairman, 
Commission on Christian Unity. 


HE Executive Committee has nomi- 

nated Rev. C. J. Felton, Irvington, 
New Jersey, as a member of the Federal 
Council Commission on _ International 
Justice and Goodwill to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of Dr. Alva M. Kerr. 

The committee also elected Rev. W. 
P. Minton, D. D., to the National Com- 
mittee on Churches and World Peace. 


Budget Churches 


In making a hurried study of our 
churches working on the General Conven- 
tion budget, we discovered no New Eng- 
land churches in line with the Conven- 
tion plan. What churches will start the 
way? Western Indiana churches are 
starting it. There are the Darlington, 
Liberty and Linden churches. Are they 
any better than other Western Indiana 
churches? We count on all our Indiana 
churches to be in the forefront in the 
convention plans. 


The Convention Offering 

If last Sunday was not the suitable 
time for taking the General Convention 
Offering in your church, plan another 
near date. The Convention needs are 
great and under no conditions should 
they be allowed to suffer from sickness, 
cold weather, or bad roads. The conse- 
quences are too far-reaching, and each 
church and pastor should take precau- 
tion so that the Convention needs are 
fully met. 

Every week we get letters offering as 
excuses for small remittances, “Only a 
few were out last Sunday”; and they 
seem to think that to be a sufficient 
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reason for small remittance. Of course 
a minute’s reflection shows that it is 
not a sufficient reason. The work 
must be provided for and it may 
be necessary for something else than 
just take an offering. The Lord’s 
work requires care, plan, prayer, 
preparation, and faithful accounting of 
our stewardship. Many have not real- 
jzed how far-reaching results depend 
upon the January Convention offering. 


Calling for Material 


Rev. C. G. Nelson, Red Cloud, Ne- 
braska, has been having a good time with 
his people during the Stewardship Per- 
iod, for he conducted a five weeks’ Read- 
ing Contest. He writes that the contest 
grew in interest each week for the five 
weeks, and that for the last two weeks 
they were constantly calling for reading 
material. He will be glad to tell you about 
it for your church program. Drep him 
a card. 





Woman’s Work 


Mrs. Emma 8S. Powers 
General Secretary-Treasurer 





N. this month we begin the study of 
Africa and you will need additional 


material no doubt to make the study 
books as interesting as possible. 
Some material may be found in the 


magazines spoken of below. We have in 
this office the following: 








Large outline map of Africa....$ .25 
Small outline maps .................... .05 
Picture map .50 
PACU TE SNC Geos: osascccscaxecetasieecucve 25 
Picture Stories -50 
Boys and Girls of Africa (out- 

line pictures for coloring) ..... .15 


Send orders for this material to Mrs. 
Emma S. Powers, Room 501, C. P. A. 
Building, Dayton, Ohio. 


Last Opportunity to Purchase Everyland 


HE following comes from the office 

of Everyland. These magazines may 
be helpful to you in your mission work 
with children, 

We still have for sale the following 
numbers of Everyland published during 
the last seven years with Mrs. Peabody 
as editor. The stories and pictures are 
just as valuable now as the month they 
first appeared. : 

Seven Bound Volumes—1922 through 
1928—$10.00 a set. We do not break the 
sets as we have only:a few. “First come 
first served.” 

Inbound Years—1922, 1928, 1924, 
1925, 1926, 1927, 1928—at $1.00 a year. 
you may have them all for $7.00, or any 
years you choose at $1.00 a year. 1922, 
1928, 1924 contain ten numbers (August 
and September were omitted for those 
years). 1925, 1926, 1927, 1928 contain 
eleven numbers (July-August being a 
double number). 


Single Copies at ten cents a copy are 
available as follows: 

1925—July, August, September, Oc- 
tober, November, December. 

1926—January, February, March, 
April, May, July-August, September, Oc- 
tober, November, and December. (No 
June). 

1927—all numbers. 

1928—all except March and April. 

Of those previous to 1925, we have a 
few scattering copies. If you need one 


(11) 43 


or two to complete your file, tell us the 
date and we will send it if we can. 

We are trying to close Everyland’s 
business promptly and honorably. If you 
can use back numbers, please help us by 
ordering early and generously. This is 
the only stock on hand anywhere. After 
these are sold, you will have no further 
opportunity to secure this worthwhile 
supplementary material. 

All orders should be addressed to: M. 
H. Leavis, Agent, P. O. Box 4, North 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 


Communications 


A Will to Help 


I am enclosing my renewal to The Her- 
ald. I am interested in the Congrega- 
tional-Christian proposed church union. 
I never expect to unite with any other 
church, and as long as I can tead and 
get the money to pay for it, I expect to 
take The Herald of Gospel Liberty. I 
do not get them all read, but I want the 
chance to read them anyway. 

I hope there will be a plan worked out 
for sufficient financial support to carry 
on The Herald without the personal sac- 
rifice of the ones who are, I believe, so 
willingly doing it now. I wish I might 
do more to help, but I can’t make much 
money, so can’t spend much. May God 
bless all those who are helping to keep 
things going. 

Miss L. TEETs. 

Industry, Illinois. 


Enjoys The Herald Best 
We were very sorry to hear of Dr. 
Kerr’s death. What a brave, wonderful 
man he was to be so ambitious in his suf- 
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IF life were always a sweet song 

We might grow weary listening long 
To one refrain. 
No! storms must come and chaos too. 
And after that the blessed blue 
Of sunny skies. 


A storm-tried soul (it seems to me) 

Is tuned to heavenly harmony. 
—Ella H. Eckel, in 
The New Outlook. 
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fering bodily ailments. He surely let his 
light shine in the last three papers he 
edited in regard to how we should vote, 
and we are very glad Gov. Smith did 
not win. I have had the pleasure of near- 
ly twenty-seven years in reading your 
paper. My husband will soon be seventy- 
eight and his father took the paper when 
he was a young boy, so it has been in 
the family a good many years and we 
enjoy it the best of any of our papers. 
We hope and pray the mantle of Dr. 
Kerr has fallen on good workers and 
wish you success in the Lord’s work. 

Mr. AND Mrs. M. E. TUTHILL. 

Prattsburg, New York. 


Postscripts 

I feel that I can’t do without The Her- 
ald. We have been taking it for about 
fifty-five years. You all have my sincere 
sympathy in the great loss of our Broth- 
er Kerr; but that means that we who 
have been left behind must work that 
much harder. He certainly left a good 
record and example for us to be faithful 


to our Lord Jesus Christ, 
whom we serve with love. 
Mary A. MCREYNOLDS. 

Bellefontaine, Ohio. 


I have been greatly blessed and 
helped during the year that has passed 
by the reading of the editorials and oth- 
er matter contained in The Herald. I 
have also been made sad and lonesome 
by the death of its former editor—a man 
whom I loved without ever having seen. 

W. A. QUANTZ. . 

Stouffville, Ontario. 


our King, 


I am enclosing two dollars, for which 
please begin my subscription with the 
first January Magazine of The Herald. I 
have been without The Herald of Gospel 
Liberty for more than a year and miss 
it so much, as it has been a regular vis- 
itor in my home for many years. 

Mrs. Mary. E. MORGAN. 

Riverside, California. 


Though we share in the sorrow oc- 
casioned by the death of our much loved 
editor, Dr. Kerr, we are pleased with the 
plans that have been made for The Her- 
ald and believe it will continue to be 
vitally helpful in our work. 

R. M. SEELY. 

St. Johnsville, New York. 


I greatly appreciated the November 
Magazine Number of The Herald and 
especially the interesting article by Dr. 
J. F. Burnett, “In Our Yesterdays”, and 
the beautiful poem which was printed in 
connection with the article. 

LOUISE ROEMER. 

Irvington, New Jersey. 


I have been a subscriber many years 
and would greatly miss the pleasure and 
inspiration its pages afford. For the dear 
old Herald and the brave men who have 
assumed the responsibility, I wish a pros- 
perous New Year. 

_ Mrs. ADA BENTLEY. 

Springboro, Pennsylvania. 


Find enclosed a subscription for my 
parents. I have been giving The Herald 
of Gospel Liberty to them for the last 
two years for a Christmas present. 

Mrs. Iva E. JOHNSON. 

Jamestown, Indiana. 


Enclosed find check for two dollars 
to renew The Herald. The Magazine 
Number is especially fine and I feel that 
I cannot do without it. 

M. J. Les. 


Suffolk, Virginia. 


I am a widow seventy years old and 
have been a reader of The Herald for a 
number of years. I like it very much. 

Mrs. ANNIE TROUTMAN. 

Clearville, Pennsylvania. 
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The Bee’s Wisdom 
Said a little wondering maiden 
To a bee with honey laden: 
“Bee, in all the flowers you work, 
Yet in some doth poison lurk.” 


“That I know”, my little maiden, 
Said the bee with honey laden; 
“But the poison I forsake, 

And the honey only take.” 


“Cunning bee, with honey laden, 
That is right”, replied the maiden. 
“So will I from all I meet, 
Only take the good and sweet.” 
—The Presbyterian of the South. 


Two Little Girls and a Doll 


QNE little girl was the daughter of an 

Apache Indian chief. The other lit- 
tle girl was the daughter of a United 
States Army officer. The doll had rosy 
cheeks, blue eyes, and had traveled in a 
box all the way from “back East’. 

It all happened years ago, when the 
United States Government was trying to 
allot certain lands to the Indians. Some 
of the Apaches were not satisfied with 
their share, so they made ready for war 
and gathered from every direction to 
fight the white man. 

“The Apaches are gathering for war”, 
was the message sent to the Government. 
Immediately large numbers of soldiers 
were ordered to the nearest fort to keep 
constant watch on the Indians. 


The first Apache captured by the sol- 
diers was very small. She was a little 
girl, who strayed too far from her wig- 
wam and could not find her way back. 
The Government soldiers found her, tired 
and frightened, and took her on to their 
own fort. They tried to show her that 
they wanted to be friends, but their 
strange white faces terrified her, and she 
cried and cried. One soldier after an- 
other tried to comfort her, but the more 
they tried the louder she wailed. The 
commanding officer did not know what 
to do next. He shook his head in des- 
pair. Then he said to his men, “Wait a 
minute; I have an idea.” 

He called his little daughter. ‘“Here’s 
a little girl who has come to visit you”, 
he said, as he led the little lost Apache 
toward her. She walked shyly up to the 
little Indian girl, hugging in her arms 
her new doll, which had come in the box 
from friends in the East. As soon as the 
little Indian saw the doll she forgot to cry 
any more, and held out both her arms for 
it. 

At first it seemed there would be an- 
other war. The little girls were like 


their fathers. Both wanted the same doll, 
as their fathers wanted the same land. 

“Won’t you let your little friend play 
with your doll awhile?” asked the 
officer coaxingly. 

Then he waited until his daughter po- 
litely handed her doll to the daughter of 
the Apache chief. After that they were 
friends. They sat down together, they ate 
together, and then went to sleep to- 
gether. When the little Apache awoke, 
some of the soldiers took her back to her 
father’s wigwam, marching under a flag 
of truce. She was delighted to be back 
home and ran around showing all her 
friends the doll which the little “pale- 
face” had given her. 

At the fort the soldiers waited for the 
attack of the Indians. Everything was 
very still, and soon the message came 
that the various bands of Apaches were 
breaking up and going in peace to the 
land which the Government had set apart 
for them. The soldiers could not under- 
stand, 

“Seems like the red men aren’t going 
to fight us after all. What do you sup- 
pose has happened?” 

“Do you suppose it could be the doll 
that has charmed ’em?” 

The soldiers laughed, but this was ex- 
actly what had happened. The Apache 
chief was so pleased with the doll and 
the kindness of the white man to his lit- 
tle daughter, that he declared the war 
off.—Mrs. E. C. Cronk. 


Boys and Sheep 


OE came home with his clothes and 

even his hair all wringing wet. “I just 
knew the ice wasn’t strong ’nough,” he 
said. 

“Then why did you slide?” asked his 
auntie. (We forget the story’s source). 

“ *Cause all the other boys did”, an- 
swered Joe. “So I had to, or they’d laugh. 
And nobody wants the other boys to 
laugh at him, you know.” 

His aunt gave him dry clothes, set him 
down by the fire and made him drink 
hot lemonade. Then she told him a 
story: 

“When I was a little girl, Joe, my 
father had a large flock of sheep. They 
were queer things. Where one went, all 
the rest would follow. One day a big ram 
found a hole in the fence, and he thought 
it would be fun to see what was on the 
other side. So in he jumped, without 
looking where he was going, and 
tumbled to the bottom of an old, dry well 
where father used to throw stones and 
rubbish. 
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“The next sheep never stopped to 
think what had become of him, but 
jumped right after, and the next and the 
next, though father tried to drive them 
back, and Watch, the old sheep dog, 
barked his very loudest. But they kept 
on jumping and jumping till the well was 
full. Then father had to pull them out 
as fast as he could, and the sheep at the 
bottom of the well were almost smoth- 
ered to death.” 

“My, what silly things!” exclaimed Joe. 
Then he looked up at his aunt and 
laughed and became quite red in the face. 
—The Christian World. 


Billy Sheldon’s Pull 


WHEN the sophomore boys saw -Billy 

Sheldon hurrying down to the office 
of Blake and Trent with a copy of the 
Daily Star in his hand they decided at 
once that it would be useless for any of 
them to think of trying for the place. The 
advertisement asking for a boy to work 
mornings and evenings was so new in the 
Star‘that the ink was hardly dry, but 
already a number of boys had talked of 
applying. In fact, they were on their 
way to the office when Billy rushed past 
on his old bicycle. Billy’s uncle was the 
intimate friend of Mr. Blake, so, of 
course, that would be pull enough to land 
the good job for his nephew. 


But Billy never mentioned his uncle. 
He gave the name of the school princi- 
pal for reference as to his grades in his 
studies, the names of the director for phy- 
sical sports as to his health, the name of 
the old lady he had worked for for more 
than a year as general errand boy about 
the house and lawn, the name of his Sun- 
day-school teacher for his character, and 
the librarian of the public library as to 
his choice of reading matter. It was the 
best a boy with little business experience 
could show and it appealed directly to 
Mr. Blake. 


In commenting on his choice, Mr. Blake 
said: “I took him because he was able 
to show results. Other boys have come to 
me with promises of what they expect 
they can do, and letters from their rela- 
tives that they hope will influence me, 
but this lad had the proof at hand that 
he was a worker, honest, faithful, and 
ambitious. People talk about the power 
of a ‘pull’, and they are right, for the 
greatest pull in this establishment is 
that which comes from work well done. 
The greatest guarantee of the future is 
a good past and present record.”—Mrs. 
W. C. Kohler, in The Way. 
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Ordained Into Two Churches in One Ceremony 


BY THOMAS F. OPIE, D. D. 
Rector, Church of the Holy Comforter 


A significant and far-reaching event 

took place recently at Elon College, 
North Carolina, when a young man was 
ordained into two ministries at the same 
time. Ross Emmanuel Ensminger, a 
member of the faculty of Elon College 
in the Department of Religious Educa- 
tion, and a graduate of Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary, New York, was formally 
ordained by a joint council of the Con- 
gregational and the Christian denomina- 
tions. Rev. Edward Kirbye, pastor of 
the Friends - Congregational - Christian 
Church of Raleigh, North Carolina, who 
presided as moderator of the joint coun- 
cil, stated that this was the first time 
such an ordination had ever taken place. 
There are a few denominational- minis- 
ters who have been received into two or 
more ministries, and who may officiate, 
by reason of a dual ordination, in two 
or more branches of the church; but it 
is understood that this is the first case 
in which a candidate for the ministry has 
been ordained into the ministry of two 
branches of Christ’s fraternity at one 
and the same time. It is a pioneer step 
and bids fair to prove a highly signifi- 
cant and pragmatic step in the direction 
of church unity. 

The ordination took place on December 
19, in the auditorium of Elon College, 
which is a pioneer college in the fields of 
religious education and Christian unity. 
Incidentally, this college claims the dis- 
tribution of being the only A-grade col- 
lege in the world to have upon its campus 
a building devoted exclusively to the pur- 
poses of religious education. There 
were about ten churches represented at 
this joint council, evenly divided between 
the two participating denominations. Dr. 
Kirbye, who has the distinction of being 
the first pastor of the Raleigh congrega- 
tion which embraces the old Congrega- 
tional, Christian, and Friends’ or Quaker 
churches, the merger having been ef- 
fected some months ago in the capital 
city of the State of North Carolina, was 
chosen moderator and the sermon was 
preached by Dr. Ozora S. Davis, modera- 
tor of the National Council of Congrega- 
tional Churches. Dr. Davis, who is 
president of Chicago Theological Sem- 
inary (affiliated with Chicago Univer- 
sity) and who holds the highest elective 
office in his denomination, delivered an 
inspiring and illuminating sermon on the 
words, “Come, Learn, Go, Teach”. 

The candidate read a paper setting 
forth his preparation, principles, and ex- 
perience and the reasons which led him 
to seek the ministry. He referred to 
Jesus as “an adequate picture of the na- 


ture of God”—and felt that it was life’s 
highest privilege to endeavor to make 
him known among men—especially 
among the less privileged folk, who live 
beyond the currents of favored, city life 
and polished environment. Before ordina- 


. tion, he was open to questions from any 


accredited delegates who made up the 
joint council—and he answered them 
with frankness and ready mind. 


Professor Ensminger, who was born in 
Florida, is still a young man. He was 
educated at Piedmont College, Demorest, 
Georgia, and at Charlton College, North- 
field, Minnesota, later taking a course in 
theology at Yale Divinity School and 
then a two-year course at Union Sem- 
inary, receiving his B. D. degree at the 
‘latter in May, 1928. He has had sum- 
mer work in religious fields in Montana, 
Colorado, and South Dakota, and settle- 
ment work in New York and Pennsyl- 
vania. He now has charge of a small 
Congregational Church at Star, North 
Carolina, and is teaching religious edu- 
cation at Elon College. He is a son of 
Rev. Fred P. Ensminger of Demorest, 
Georgia, an official representative of the 
conferences of Congregational Churches 
in the Carolinas, Kentucky, and Tenn- 
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essee. The father was present and took 
part in the ordination ceremonies. 

The act of ordination was particularly 
impressive, though plainly simple. All 
the ministers present, including more 
than a dozen official Congregational and 
Christian members of the council and 
also a clergyman of the Episcopal 
Church, went forward by invitation of 
the moderator and laid their hands on the 
head of the candidate, while the father 
of the initiate offered the ordination 
prayer. The young man was then offi- 
cially welcomed by Dr. Kirbye into the 
Congregational and Christian churches, 
as an accredited minister in both denom- 
inations. Rev. J. O. Atkinson, represert- 
ing the Christian denomination, delivered 
the charge to the new minister. 

This practical approach to unity antici- 
pates the union of the Congregational 
and Christian churches, whose national 
bodies have taken steps preliminary to 
their ultimate amalgamation. It also 
anticipates the union of the theological 
department of Elon College and _ the 
Congregational Theological Seminary of 
Atlanta, Georgia, which latter will be of- 
ficially transferred to Elon College in 
September, 1929. Thus while others are 
eulogizing Christian Unity, but doing lit- 
tle toward effecting it, these two es- 
teemed branches of the church. are ap- 
proaching actual and definite rap- 
prochement and ultimate solidarity. 

Burlington, North Carolina. 


From the Field 


ILLINOIS 


Olney, January 3—We enjoyed a fine 
service at Newton last Sunday. Four new 
members, were received at the morning 
service. At the evening service we held an 
informal watch meeting. Rev. John Spenc- 
er, avi ex-pastor, was present and deliv- 
ered a fine message. Then the “Story of 
tne Other Wise Man” was put on the 
screen in beautiful, colored pictures. After 
that we put on the fine candelight serv- 
ice. ‘Twelve girls in white robes came 
to the altar where was a lighted candle 
and each in turn received light from the 
altar candle and went down the aisle, 
lighting the candles of those in the seats 
next to the aisle, those in turn relaying 
it to the next until the whole audience 
was lighted with candles. The twelve 
girls represented the twelve months. — 
Rev. J. M. Bradbury is enjoying the week 
of prayer with his fellow pastors of the 
town here. Next week we will carry out 
the same at Newton. — Trimble Church 
put on a fine Christmas program. — Rev. 
F. G. Bell recently enjoyed some fine serv- 
ices with his South Bend Church. It be- 
ing near Christmas time, the brethren 
there took him to town and fitted him 
out with a fine suit of clothes, much to 
the joy of the pastor. — We recently en- 
joyed an afternoon visit with Rev. John 
Harper, from Fithian, Illinois. The Elder 
is doing fine work with his churches at 
Milmine and Hope. He is also helping to 
tide the work at Vorhees on the fifth 


Sundays. — New Year’s Day found us at 
Louisville for night service, where we 
found Elders Baughman and Bennett and 
Pastor Fasnacht, and enjoyed an evening 
service together putting on the screen 
“The Other Wise Man’”.—Alvin O. Jacobs. 


Tuscola, January 5—We have an epi- 
demic of flu and measles through our 
church communities at present. The meas- 
les is quite prevalent at Lake Fork. So 
many people are sick that it hinders the 
activities of the church a great deal. Next 
Sunday is our time here at Tuscola. — 
We had a nice meeting of the missionary 
society at the home of Mrs. Mary Rice yes- 
terday afternoon. — We were called last 
Wednesday to the Temple Church, near 
Rinard Church to conduct the funeral of 
Earl Cunningham, son of Cyrus and Nova 
Cunningham, who was accidentally shot 
Monday morning while crossing a fence 
with a gun. It was a very sad affair. He 
was twenty-six years old and a fine young 
man. Rev. Ed Borah, the pastor, and Rev. 
A. H. Bennett were present and had part 
in the services. They were just ready to 
begin a series of meetings with the church 
on Tuesday evening, January 1, but this 
tragedy will postpone the meetings a few 
days. We feel that surely following this 
they should be made to think of the un- 
certainty of life and many come to Christ 
during the services. We are wishing for 
cold, settled weather. —The proposed 
special meetings we were to hold at Arthur, 
commencing January 9, have been post- 
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poned on account of so much flu. — Rev. 
Mrs. C. E. Nash will hold meetings at 
Pierson Church beginning January 20 and 


will be here at Tuscola about February 
12. — John Baughman, Pastor. 
INDIANA 
Warren, January 7—Our evangelistic 


meetings claimed the month of October. 
The result was a deepening of the interest 
and loyalty of our members with the ad- 
dition of some new members. We want 
the spirit of these meetings to continue 
throughout the year. It certainly should, 
for we have the evangelist and song 
director with us constantly. Our pastor, 
Dr. Frederick Cooper, is continuing his 
Sunday evening sermons along the evan- 
gelistic line; while Mrs. Nora Andrew, 
whose ability as a song director is well 
known and appreciated among many of 
our churches where she has worked, is 
our regular director. — The month of No- 
vember kept our young people busy plan- 
ning for and attending Congress meetings. 
The district meeting was held at Lynn 
Grove and twenty-four of our members 
attended. The following Sunday fourteen 
of the same group motored through snow 
and ice to the Sparta Church where the 
Eel River Congress rally was held. These 
meetings, fired with the enthusiasm of 
their leaders and the spiritual zeal of 
Miss Lucy M. Eldredge, have stirred our 
own young people to do and dare in the 
“Crusade With Christ.’ —The birth of our 
Savior was celebrated in a fine way by the 
entire church and church school. Christ- 
mas parties were held by the various de- 
partments with the exchange of gifts 
among the members, a candy treat to the 
kiddies, and the packing of a box for Ft. 
Apache. The Sunday morning service in 
the departments was also suggestive of 
the season, followed by a Christmas mes- 
sage by the pastor. The evening service in 
the form of a cantata was rendered by the 
young people’s chorus under the direction 
of Miss Esther Debra. In_ spite of the 
epidemic of measles and influenza which 
threatened the entire cast, the old, old 
story was again painted upon memory’s 
canvas through pageantry supplemented 
by Christmas carols. — May this new 
year of 1929 realize more actual prograss 
of and personal devotion to the Kingdom 
of God throughout the entire brotherhood 
than in any preceding year.—Correspond- 
ent. 


New Carlisle, January 3—Olive Chapel 
Church, Eel River Conference, enjoyed a 
splendid revival for two weeks beginning 
November 25. The pastor was assisted by 
Rev. J. Wesley Yantis, of Degraff, Ohio, 
The Holy Spirit was present in much 
power. There were ten conversions and 
ten accessions to the church. The spirit 
of the meetings indicated that they should 
continue for another week, but it is bet- 
ter they did not; for on December 7, 
Brother Yantis was called home on ac- 
count of sickness in his family. The next 
day two of the families near the church 
were quarantined for scarlet fever. 
Whooping cough and influenza have en- 
tered many homes and the attendance at 
the services has been materially reduced. 
There have been no deaths and ail are on 
the way to recovery. It is expected that 
when health conditions return to normal, 
the attendance will be very much im- 
proved. — Just received a letter from Dr. 
Louisa J. Collins, Evanston, Illinois, in 
which she says that her mother, widow of 
the late Rev. M. G. Collins, is rap*dly re- 
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covering from a slight stroke of paralysis. 
Mrs. Collins is eighty-seven years old, 
making it remarkable that she should be 
able to regain her health. —Let us all 
pray that the church may be endued with 
power from on high. — L. D. Holaday, 
Pastor. 
NEW JERSEY 


Locktown, January 7—Work at the 
Locktown Christian Church is going along 
nicely. During the months of October and 
November Rev. Rosa O. Roemer, of Fines- 
ville, New Jersey, supplied for us.—No- 
vember 30 the Invincible Sunday-school 
class held its annual banquet. Despite the 
rainy night, there were about forty 
present. Rev. C. J. Felton, of Irvington 
Second Christian Church, ga've a very fine 
address. Short talks were also given by 
Rev. Rosa Roemer and Rev. Amos Allen. 
The remainder of the evening was spent 
in playing games. A rising vote of thanks 
was extended the ladies of the Bible Class 
for serving the dinner. — The members of 
the Ladies’ Aid society sold fifty boxes 
of Christmas cards. -— In the early part of 
the fall the missionary society sent a 
large box to Franklinton. We held our 
Thank-offering program Sunday evening 
before Thanksgiving, the offering amount 


ing to $16.12. — December 2 the Lord’s 
Supper was observed, also an offering was 
taken for the Student Loan Fund. — The 


first of December our new pastor, Rev. 
Clyde E. Hewett, began his work. Friday 
evening, December 28, the members gave 
Mr. and Mrs. Hewett a _ reception. This 
was well attended by the members of the 
church and friends of the community. 
Rev. C. P. Greenely of Sergeantsville M. 
E. Church was present, also Rev. Henry 
Horn, of the Amwell Brethren Church. 
These brethren gave interesting talks and 
a pleasant evening was enjoyed by all. 
Refreshments were served. — The new 
Year was begun by holding the regular 
mid-week prayer meeting on New Year’s 
night. — Correspondent. 


NEW YORK 


Jamaica, January 4—-As in other 
churches, the month of December was a 
busy one with the Springfield Dock and 
Jamaica Creek churches. Our C. C. C. of 
young people at Springfield Dock gave a 
thanksgiving message in story and song, 
Sunday, December 2. The same message 
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was delivered by the Ladies’ Aid of Jama- 
ica Creek on Friday, December 7. “Lest 
We Forget” was the title. To cap off the 
Christmas spirit, Peter Rasmussen gaye 
himself to Barbara Zoeller, and she in 
turn to him, in marriage on Christmas 
Day. Both are of Jamaica Creek. —Rey, 
P. S. Sailer, pastor of the Vandeveer Park 
Church, exchanged pulpits with our pas- 
tor, Rev. Charles S. Worner, at Jamaica 
Creek on Sunday, December 9. — The 
Christmas entertainment was held in 
Springfield Dock December 27 and in Ja- 
maica Creek December 28, and each was 
well attended. — We wish to make a cor- 
rection: Sister Lehman was a delegate to 
conference from Jamaica Creek, not from 
Springfield Dock. —An incident took place 
in the home of our Sister Zoeller, of Jama- 
ica Creek, which had an unpleasant after- 
math. On November 10 the stork made a 
stop at her door and left two little boys. 
They were dedicated Sunday, November 18, 
The aftermath of a period of joy came 
when, on New Year’s Day, the mother, Sis- 
ter Zoeller, also the mother of Barbara 
Zoeller, was placed in her last resting place 
on earth. She was a good worker and be- 
lieved in Jesus Christ. Clayton Page, one 
of our Springfield Dock members, only a 
young man, also answered the summons of 
God to ccme higher. — Our churches wish 
all the other churches a Happy New Year 
in Christ Jesus.—Correspondent. 


The Ohio Council of Churches 


Ohio clergymen will make their yearly 
pilgrimage to Columbus the week of Jan- 
uary 21 for the State Pastors’ Convention. 
The tenth annual session of this growing 
assemblage is announced by the Ohio 
Council of Churches for January 21 and 
24: 


Last January 1,140 ministers of more 


than twenty denominations, coming from 


all but one of Ohio’s eighty-eight counties, 
registered for the convention. The normal 
increase in recent years has been about 
200 per year. 

The convention will divide as usual in- 
to sectional meetings for half-day ses- 
sions. There will be nine of these discus- 
sion groups this year, each with an ex- 
pert advisor, as follows: 

Evangelism, Dr. A. Earl Kernahan; In- 
ternational Goodwill, Frederick J. Livby 
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and Fred B. Smith; 
Stanley High; Interracial Goodwill, Dr. 
Will W. Alexander; Interdenominational 
Goodwill, Dr. Alva W. Taylor; Moral Wel- 
fare in the Home, Judge C. V. Weygandt; 
Religious Education, Dean Luther A. 
Weigle; Industrial Goodwill, William Hap- 
good; Town and Country Church, Dr. Mal- 
colm Dana. 

While these groups are ‘n session, de- 
nominational executives of the state will 
hold their second annual State Comity 
Conference. 

Each of the commission advisors will 
give one or more addresses before general 
sessions of the convention, and _ other 
speakers will include: Bishop Francis J. 
McConnell, Dr. S. Parkes Cadman, Dr. A. 
T. Robertson, Dr. Charles V/. Gilkey, Gen- 
eral John F. O’Ryan and Walter P. Fraser. 
Rev. Stephen E. Keele, Akron Episcopal 
rector, is convention chairman. 

Continuing the custom begun at the 
convention last year, a united communion 
service will be held just before noon on 
the closing day, with Dr. W. W. Thompson 
presiding. 

President Rees Edgar Tulloss of Wit- 
tenberg College will preside at the an- 
nual “fellowship supper’ Wednesday eve- 
ning, at which Dean Weigle and Bishop 
McConnell will speak and greetings will be 
offered by Governor Myers Y. Cooper, ex- 
president of the Ohio Council of Churches. 

Ministers will meet by denominational 
groups at luncheon Thursday. The Chris- 
tflan Church and Congregational pastors 
will meet together, in view of the impend- 
ing merger of these two denominations. 

During a portion of the Pastors’ Con- 
vention period, opening Tuesday afternoon 
and extending until Thursday noon, two 
other state-wide meetings will be in prog- 
ress under the direction of the Ohio 
Council of Churches. These are a state 
Laymen’s Convention and the second an- 
nual state Conference of Church Women. 

Most of the speakers on the laymen’s 


Youth Community, 


program are also on the pastors’ program. 
The Wednesday afternoon session and the 
dinner meeting that evening will be de- 
voted to addresses and discussion on the 
general theme, “Overchurching in City and 
Country”, Dr. B. F. Lamb and Rev. W. H. 
Thompson, executive secretary and field 
secretary of the Ohio Council of Churches, 
will lead a round table discussion of 
“Preventing and Solving Overchurching 
in Ohio”. 

The president and the general secretary 
of the newly organized National Commis- 
sion of Church Women, Mrs. John W. Fer- 
guson and Mrs. Josephine M. Stearns, are 
on the program for the women’s meeting. 
Other speakers and discussion leaders in- 
clude: Mrs. S. H. Hough, Mrs. McD. How- 
sare, Mrs. Dan F. Bradley, Mrs. William 
Scarlett, Mrs. S. W. Rosenberger, Mrs. Z. T. 
Ellis, Mrs. Miles F. Bixler, Mrs. R. A. Doan, 
and Mrs. Howard E. Lamb. 

The pastors’, women’s, and laymen’s 
groups will meet jointly for the commun- 
ion service Thursday and for a session on 
world peace Tuesday evening. 


Franklinton College Notes 


It is with profound thanks that we en- 
ter into this new year’s work with hope 
and renewed zeal and courage to profit by 
whatever mistakes we have made and 
do the best yedr’s work we have done in 
our lives. 

Work at Franklinton is moving along 
smoothly and nearly all are grasping with 
eager hands the opportunities which are 
being presented here. We are doing our 
best to prepare those with whom we come 
in contact for future service. Each de- 
partment of our work is very much 
crowded. We are glad to say that the 
Religious Education Department is also 
crowded with eager young men and a 
sprinkling of young women who are anx- 
ious to prepare themselves to go out 
among our people to teach them the ne- 
cessity of better living. North Carolina is 
making rapid strides along educational 
lines for the Negro and we are doing our 
best to keep Franklintoh abreast with the 
times and the equivalent of any school of 
like grade or character. We realize the 
task that we have set and are doing our 
best to make ourselves equal to that task. 

We want to thank our many friends for 
the boxes and barrels that have been sent. 
We are not receiving as many this year as 
we have in former years, yet when we 
realize that there are others in this broad 
country of ours who are just as needy 
as we are, we gladly submit to the in- 
evitable and thank God that our church is 
willing and able to help others. We are 
satisfied, if we shall continue to do our 
whole duty and use as best we can the 
opportunities we have, that God in his 
own time will put it in the hearts of some 
of our people to give us the buildings and 
necessary equipment which we so much 
need here. I am doing my best to get 
my people everywhere to appreciate and 
use what we have, knowing that in his 
own time he will change conditions. What 
barrels and boxes we have receive’ have 
been of very great help to us. They mean 
more to us than most people think for. 
Again we want to thank them all for 
what they have done. We are doing our 
best to prove ourselves worthy of further 
consideration. 

We have been blessed with health and 
to this point have not had ary cases of 
influenza, a condition which we are glad 
to report that a number of schools in the 
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South can say as much. We are grateful 
to God for this. 

The cottage, known as the Alice Bur- 
nett Cottage, is just about completed with 
the exception of painting. By the time 
our readers will read this, we hope the 
paint will be on it. The other two cot- 
tages, known as the H. E. Long and Rosa 
Howell Cottages, have not been finished 
yet, but we hope soon to have them com- 


pleted and all painted. —J. A. Henderson, 
President. 


Franklinton, North Carolina, 


Deaths 


Mrs. Gertrude Judy Porter, second daugh: 
Amaziah and Hope Ann Judy, of je lee 
Ohio, was born August 25, 1848. She was mar- 
ried to James G. Porter, of Madison County, Ohio, 
June 4, 1879, to which union were born three 
daughters and two sons. She united with the 
Plattsburg Christian Church when fifteen years 
of age and when in good health the church had 
no more regular attendant. Her home was al- 
ways the minister’s home. No word of criticism 
of the ministry or of the church was ever heard 
by her children from their parents. She was an 
affectionate wife and mother. Her faith in a kind 
and loving Father never wavered and she proved 
her faith by the beautiful home she made and by 
the patience and love with which she lived for 
her children. Most of her life was spent in the 
Plattsburg community. Always a kind neighbor 
and a true friend, perhaps none had a greater in- 
fluence in making the community what it is to- 
day. _ Her death on January 3, 1929, at the age 
of eighty years was probably hastened by the 
sickness and death of her daughter, Stella Porter 
Peters, on the fourteenth of last August. Funeral 
services were conducted in the Platt'sburg Church 
Saturday afternoon, January 5, the pastor, Rev. 
Carl Dille, being assisted by two former pastors, 
Rev. D. G. Pleasant and Rev. C. F. Baldwin, the 
latter preaching the sermon. Interment in’ the 
pew mer Pecan Rm is survived by two 

rs, two gran 
ge ne © laughters, two sisters and a 








Official Information 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 
G. A. Conibear, 417 Fourth St., N 
Petersburg, Florida. = 


Q. S. Parks, 927 Lock Street, Kok 
Q. B. Whitaker, Jefferson City, oo lana 





Hiley Baker, Argos, Indiana. 
Harry S. Berry, Perrysville, Indiana. 





CHURCH WANTED 
I would be glad to communicate with any church 
wanting a pastor for full or part-time service or 
with any conference or group of churches desir- 
ing an evangelistic campaign. 


H. VERNON WINTER. 
551 E. Wabash Street, 
Frankfort, ‘Indiana, 





Having resigned my pastorate with the Fines- 
ville Christian Church, the same to take effect 
April 1. I will be open for work beginning at 
that time and will be glad to correspond with any 
church needing a pastor. 

GeorceE A. ROEMER. 
Finesville, New Jersey. 





LYMYER UMLIER OPERA BELLS 
CHURCH ABLE, LOWaR FRR 
EXrs2EsS. TELLS WHY. 


John B. Morris Foundry Co. Dept. 64. ci 


our Day Ww 


Write quick for new proposition. We 
offer $8.00 a day and a new Chevrolet 
Coach, for demonstrating and taking 
orders for Comer All-Weather 
Topcoats and Raincoats. Spare 
time. No experience required. 
Sample outfit free. Write now. 
Comer Mfg. Co. Dept. W-719 
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JOLLY JESTS 


“Where’s your car?” — 
“I turned it in as a first payment on 
a turkey.”—Cincinnati Enquirer. 


Unpopular Doctor; “Ah, I’ve caught 
you under the mistletoe.” ; 

Girl: “No doctor, there’s only one thing 
you'll ever have a chanca of kissing me 
under.” 

Doctor: “And what’s that?” 

Girl: “An anesthetic.” 








An Irish cook answered the telephone 
the other morning, and a cheerful voice 
inquired: “What number is this?” 

The cook, in no mood for trifling ques- 
tions, said with some asperity: “Faith 
and you ought to know. You called it.”— 
Charleston News and Courier. 





Teacher (to seven-year old): So you 
have broken off a tooth, have you? How 
did you do it? ‘ 

Seven-Year Old: Oh, shifting gears on 
a lollipop.”—Frontline. 





The man at one end of the telephone 
wire had become thoroughly exasperated 
and asked his friend if he were losing his 
hearing. 

His friend was an Irishman, and re- 
plied, “I can hear you all right till you 
begin to talk, and then I can’t understand 
a word you say.”—Exchange. 





Teacher: “How do you account for the 
phenomenon of dew?” 

Boy: “Well, you see, the earth revolves 
on its axis every twenty-four hours, and 
in consequence of the tremendous pace it 
perspires freely.”—London Tit-Bits. 





“You know”, said the lady whose motor 
car ran down a man, “you must have 
been walking very carelessly. I am a very 
careful driver. I have been driving a car 
for seven years.” ‘ 

“Lady, you’ve got nothing on me. I’ve 
been walking for fifty-four years.”— 
Exchange. 





History Lecturer: “Can any of you tell 
me what makes the Tower of Pisa lean?” 

Corpulent Lady: “I don’t know, or I 
would take some myself.” — London 
Opinion. 





“What is your brother in college?” 
“A halfback.” 

“I mean in studies.” 

“Oh, in studies, he’s away back.” 





Old Lady: “I believe in post-mortems. 
It is awful not to know what you have 
died of !”—Simplicissimus. 





An ad appeared in a paper the other 
day which read: “FOR SALE—House 
in good neighborhood by an invalid lady 
three stories high and heated by a fur- 
nace.” We'd like for this lady to meet 
the two young gentlemen mentioned 
in another want ad which read: “Wanted 
—a room by two young gentlemen about 
thirty feet long and twenty feet wide.” 
—Selected. 








Doran’s 


Ministers Manual 


A Study and Pulpit Guide for 1929 


Edited by 


REV. G. B. F. HALLOCK, D. D. 





WHAT EDITORS 


THE EXPOSITOR: 


“A comprehensive, stimulating, and 
suggestive guide for a year’s preach- 
ing. 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT: 


“If a minister is seeking high grade 
homiletic material, he will get more 
here than in any other book.” 


METHODIST PROTESTANT: 


“A real inspiration. 
amount of information 
material.” 


An immense 
and sermon 


CHRISTIAN OBSERVER: 


“It will help the minister to make 
the most of his ministry.” 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES: 


“An unusually efficient aid for the 
busy minister.” 





HAVE WRITTEN 


WATCHMAN-EXAMINER: 


“No man can study these pages 
without discovering a new pointedness 
and a new power in his pulpit prayers 
and messages.” 


LUTHERAN: 


“An almost staggering amount of 
substantial, varied material of untold 
value to busy pastors.” 


CHRISTIAN EVANGELIST: 


“This is a very helpful, practical 
guide for large numbers of ministers. 
dt is prepared by a preacher for 
preachers.” 


CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE: 


“The’ essence of a large homiletic 
reference library is here brought with- 
in reach of the preacher of limited 
resources. 





THE COST IS BUT $2.00, POSTPAID 


A Book of Immediate Usefulness 


A Book of Permanent Value 





The Christian Publishing Association 


219 S. Ludlow Street 


Dayton, Ohio 
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